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PO WERS rax ALT KSTIlfQNY 


As ,o» km„ fruw th. prodding. thu. f.r 1„ the Power, 
tri.l, Moscow s-rms to be t.king pains to avoid any 
Impression of a staged affair. 

A. Soviet propaganda 1 b quoting Powers family and 

non-Bloc liwyor® that Powers is testifying freely, 
and Rudenko— the prosecutor — carefully refrained 

from pressing him on some point® and allowed evaaive 

replies to stan-1. 


1. Interesting sidelight is that defense attorney 
questioned Powers about birthmark on face— after 
Astern news dispatches made references to "red 
nark" on face. 
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B. Soviet propaganda gave heavy play to Power’s 
testimony that plane was at 68,000 feet when hit- 
attempt to document claims U-2 brought down by 
"new and fantastic" rocket. 

1. Soviet prosecutor also sought to establish 
aircraft could have carried nuclear weapon. 

C. Another important objective of testimony has been 

to involve free world countries; West Germany, Sweden, 
Iran, and Finland have now been^ragged Jn, ip addition 
tg. Norway, Turkey, and Pakistan. 
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For foreign consumption, Moscow has tailored Its broad- 
casting and reporting to relatively factual sumaariea, 


i 
~ J 


rr., jrr n i ra jr " . f p ; i 

ti\au' U'^ li JhrtM 


Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001 200080026-8 


Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001 200080026-8 


SECRET — 

' r " v ' i-s 4“'* i- ’<**** 

while for domestic audience reporting is liberally 

interspersed with slanted commentaries and denudations 
of US.. 

A. Pre-trial propaganda attempted to build up expecta- 
tions of some new and sensational development, and 
Soviets may be holding something of dramatic nature 
for climax. 

The defense attorney indicated to Powers family that he 
was optimistic that death sentence could b© avoided. He 
also hinted that the Supreme Soviet Presidium would enter- 
tain a post-trial petition for clemency. .* 

A. This could open the way for a grand gesture by 

Khrushchev at some point after a conviction and 
stiff sentence. 
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Testimony that Powers did not escape from aircraft 
by ejection until about 14,000 fast is apparently 
in conflict with earlier reporta, as well as the 
language of the indictment, that his parachute was 
seen to open immediately after he was "hit". Wednes- 
day testimony contained more details of his escape 
from the plane than bad been published previously. 


(3) Also new information was Powers* statssent to effect 
that long hours in the plane were boring due mainly 
to discomfort of the suit. 
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